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This is the story of Nico.

And this...
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...is Nico.

Nico is a tooth fairy.

“Hi.”

"Ta-da!"

What’s wrong with this picture?”
“I know, right? 
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Most people think there’s just one tooth fairy. 
You know...THE tooth fairy.

In fact, it’s a huge operation with millions of tooth fairies
all over the world and every child is assigned their own.

But by some quirk of the universe,
Nico is the only boy tooth fairy.

“Just me and a 
bunch of girls.” 
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He’s talked to his supervisor about it.

This is Selma. 

She doesn’t fly anymore on account 
of she has old droopy wings.

“Who you calling 
droopy?”
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Selma always answers a question with question, which Nico finds kind of annoying.

“Hey, Selma, how come I’m the only boy tooth fairy?”

     “Is somebody giving you a hard time?”

“No.”
         

  “Are you unhappy here?”

“No.”
        

   “So...? What’s the problem?”

“Hey, Selma, how come you always answer a question with a question?”

“Do I?”

“Yes.”

“Really?”

Yes.”

“Does that bother you?”

Long story short, Nico doesn’t really know why he’s the only boy tooth fairy, 
and nobody’s got a very good answer for him. He just is. 7



Nico understands that he’s not always what’s expected. For instance, sometimes when he’s on a tooth run 
a child might awaken and see him. And he can always tell that they’re disappointed.

“Who are you supposed to be?”

“I’m Nico, your tooth fairy.”

But you’re a boy.”
   
“You were expecting, maybe, 
tinkerbell?” 

“Duh!”
      
     
 

But it’s not always that easy. One time...

“HERE’S A DOLLAR.”

“Um...okay.”
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shouted Nico, who never 
ever raised his voice or lost his       

patience with anybody and 
felt badly about doing so now.

“Not all of them.”

“Yes they are.”

“Well evidently not.”

“Are.”

“not!” 

“YES THEY ARE!!!

“HEY!!!”

“Who made you the tooth fairy authority,anyway?
HUH? HUH? HUH?”
“...well I...”

“THOUGHT SO.”

“Who are you supposed to be?”

“I’m Nico, your tooth fairy.”

“You’re not my tooth fairy.”

“Yes I am.”

“But you’re a boy!”

“So?” 

“So the tooth fairy’s a girl!”

“Who told you that?”

“It’s common knowledge, flyboy...”

“Tooth fairies gotta 
eat too, you know!”

And with that, Nico spritzed her with some super duper fairy dust that put her right back to 
sleep. Nico collected his tooth, left the girl just one thin dime for being such a pain, and 
went downstairs for something to eat since she had left absolutely nothing for him at all.
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“One cool thing about being the only boy tooth fairy is that everybody knows me and most everybody wants to be my friend. 

I’m invited to all the best parties. But all they ever do is talk about girl stuff.”
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“OMG, did you see what 
she was wearing?”

“Oh, I know. That Glinda 
thinks she’s so cool!”

“Did you hear about the little 
girl who left a thank-you note?”

“How cute was that!?”

“I heard that she said that she heard it 
from whatshername...”

“Well, you can’t believe whatshername.”

“That’s SO true!”
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“If I could be anything else, I think I’d like to be one of Santa’s elves. That seems like a really fun job. Hanging out with the guys. 
Making Toys. You know, working with your hands.”

“Hey, Ambrose, go long!”

“I am so sick of winter.”

“Hey everybody, it’s 
the Easter Bunny!” “Dude!!!”
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“Boy, I envy that guy.”

Still, Nico thinks elfdom would be a really good fit, for one really good reason:

“I’m good at making things. I even make my own clothes.
Have to. There’s not a lot of demand for boy-fairy size overalls. 

when you’re one-of-a-kind, you kind of have to 
fend for yourself.” 

Nico’s looked into it and, as it turns out, there’s a really long waiting list if you want to be an elf. 
The competition is fierce. 

Plus, unless you’ve got a sibling 
already working for Big Red, 
well, you can just forget it.
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Another job Nico thought might be interesting is Fairy Godmother.

“Let’s face it: who doesn’t dream 
of having a fairy godmother.”

But, as anyone who cares about these things knows, girls have the whole Fairy Godmother thing
LOCKED UP!

“It’s right there in the name. Fairy GodMOTHER.”

Of course, that hasn’t stopped a few fellas from trying to get in on the action...
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“Fairy Godmother...?”

“You eatin’ that?”

Despondent over having missed the Prince’s ball, dancing with the Prince, leaving behind the glass slipper for the
Prince to find, and living with the Prince happily-ever-after, Cindy filed a formal complaint which set off a 

whole brouhaha - yes...a BROUhaha! - generating tons of negative press and pretty much putting 
the kibosh - that’s right...kibosh! - on the whole Boy Fairy Godmother experiment.

“I so wish to go 
to  the Prince’s ball.”

“Prince’s ball, huh?
Who needs ‘em! 

Bunch of 
stuffed shirts.”

“Your move, Cindy.”
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“This is where the magic happens!”

From the outside, Tooth Town looks 
like any big warehouse, but inside 
it’s really a state-of-the-art recycling 
plant where nothing gets wasted.

Tooth Town has processed over a 
gazillion, katrillion -

“No such thing...”
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Okay, okay...lots and lots of teeth 
over the years. And that’s impressive 
when you consider that the picking 
up of baby teeth and recycling of 
old teeth and delivering of new teeth 
is really a fairly recent phenomenon.



“This is where all the old teeth arrive, get sorted, repaired, cleaned, 
polished, and readied for delivery to new babies.”

“tooth fairy traffic controllers make sure that departing fairies 
don’t collide with incoming ones.”

“The whole place runs like clockwork.”
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And as with any workplace, there’s always the possibility for romance. 
One particular tooth fairy has had her eyes on Nico for the longest time.

“Hiya, Nico.” “Hiya, Phyllis.”
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Some of Nico’s colleagues think he gets special treatment because he’s a boy, but that’s not true.
Because he’s a boy, he’s always sent to pick up the molars, those big heavy teeth that grow way in the back.

“It’s not fair! 
Some of the other fairies are way stronger than I am.”

“Nice try, Champ. NEXT!”

One time, Nico lost an arm-wrestling tournament in the very first round.

But he doesn’t mind. 
Nico likes a challenge.

“Bring it on. That’s my motto!”
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“One thing’s for sure: being the only boy tooth fairy really puts me in touch with my feminine side.”

“Nico, does this glitter make
me look fat?”

 “Oh, no, you look great!”

“I may be a boy, 
but I’m not stupid.”
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“Hiya, Flo.”

“Grumph.”

“GRUMPH, huh? How d’ya 
spell that anyway?”

“Weisenheimer.”

       
       “In your dreams, Skinny Marink.”

“Sure you do. I’m irressistible.”

“Huh. You think so.”

Nico is always nice to Flo, but she is never nice to him.

(“Flo isn’t nice to anyone. 
But I think it’s an act. 
Frankly, I think she has a 
crush on me.”)
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“Here’s what you need to know about Flo.”
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“Flo was grounded a while back. see, she was a real powerhouse in her day.”

“One night she’s out on a job and having trouble getting under this one little boy’s pillow.” “Of course, we’re trained for all situations. We’ve got snore defusers and 
pillow jacks and osmosis spray so we can get through any window.”

“She used her pillow jack to get underneath and grab hold of the tooth, when all of a sudden...” “Flo had been working extra shifts, saving up                   for some well-deserved vacation time,
and was probably a little tired and not really on her game that night.”

“She struggled most of the night to get free.          And all that effort must have really tired her out.”

“Hours later the boy finally rolled over and flo got out. but the damage was done.”

“Somehow she got herself back to Tooth Town but she had to be de-winged...

“...which is absolutely the worst fate known to tooth fairies and, as you can imagine, 
she never flew again.”



“So I understand why she’s so sour all the time. Nobody’s mean for no reason.”
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“Y’know?”
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Nico hadn’t been around for a few days, and the fairies were starting to talk.
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“What’s he building in there?”

“I hope it’s for me.”

“Is he allowed? Who gave him
 permission to do that?”

“Grumph.”

Then one night he was spotted down in the basement workshop.
And that got the fairies REALLY talking.
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But the very next morning Nico arrived at the freight elevator 
and presented Flo with a brand new set of wings.

Everyone was astonished by their beauty, to say nothing of Nico’s craftsmanship. 

But all of the ooh-ing and ahh-ing was tempered by concern over how Flo would respond 
to this quite amazing and unexpected act of generosity.
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At first there was just silence, and 
Nico’s heart began to sink.

And then Flo did two things
she never, ever does. Number one: she smiled.

And number two: she said...

“Thank you.”

Sort of.
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Word quickly spread about what Nico had done, and even travelled all the way to the North Pole, 
where Santa invited Nico up for a job interview.

“But I have nothing to wear!”
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The more he thought about it, though, the more he decided that being one of many just wasn’t for him.

He had grown accustomed to being unique, and being appreciated and even loved for it.

The idea of looking the same, dressing the same, acting the same, doing THE SAME THING day after day
was simply no longer appealing. 

And then it occured to him:
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“Why be an elf, when I can just be myself!”

(“There might even be a career in it...”)

One of his own invention, that nobody ever had before.
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And the next thing you knew, Nico had opened 
an office right there in Tooth Town.

And while nobody ever took him up on the noogies, 
tooth fairies flew in at all crazy hours to talk, to tell him 
their troubles, to play ping pong, learn how to skate-
board, or just chill out and make up silly jokes together.
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Phyllis was one of his best customers.

“Hiya, Nico.”  

“Hiya, Phyllis.”
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Nico gave workshops on everything from stunt flying to wing repair to accessorizing. 

“All that shopping with the 
girls really paid off!”
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His baseball clinics were so 
popular that tooth fairies 
started a league of their own.
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“Hey, you! 
There’s no flying in baseball.”

And Flo was the official umpire for all 
games, making sure that everybody 
played by the rules and kept both feet
on the ground at all times.
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Nico did lots of things to improve the lives of tooth fairies everywhere.

“Flying around, lifting and hauling 
really take a toll on your back.”
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And Nico’s got lots of other ideas, too.

Because while tooth fairies have done nothing but selflessly make children happy for years and years, 
nobody had ever been looking out for them .

Well, there IS Selma.

“What!”

Says Nico: 

“Everybody has good days and bad days and fears and hopes and dreams. y’know?”
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Even the tooth fairy.
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